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blood of those who were dying into living bodies, the latter obtained 
their lives. In the middle ages, persons sold their souls under certain 
bonds, and made their immoi-tality an article of conamerce. 

The President brought the discussion to a close, by announcing 
that the next meeting would be the last, before the anniversary, at 
which new Fellows would be elected. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



December 19th, 1865. 
James Hunt, Esq., Ph.D., P.S.A., P.E.S.L., Pkesidbnt, in the Chaib. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The names of the following new members were announced : — John 
Bennett, Esq., F.E.A.S., 74, Cheapside, E.G.; the Eev. Maurice 
Philip Clifford, D.D., 47, Great Oi-mond Street, W.C; Sanmel Har- 
raden, Esq., 32, St. John's Wood Park; W. H. Sherwood, Esq., 
M.E.C.S., Colonial Hospital, Bathurst, Gambia; John Underwood, 
Esq., M.D., George Street, Hastings. 

The following presents were announced, and thanks were voted for 
the same : — On the motions of the human feet ; on the loss of mus- 
cular power in the feet ; the foot and its covering, by James Dowie, 
Esq., F.A.S.L. (the author). Malay wooden sandal. Cape Town ; 
Damara sandal, eland skin sole and koodoo skin thongs ; Bechuana 
sandal from Lake Ngami, sole of brindled gnoo and thongs of koodoo ; 
Clieeka or loin cloth, goat skin from Lake Ngumi ; Piece of giraffe 
skin as used by hunters for soles for velschoen ; Bushmen's sticks for 
procuring fire by friction; Cap of palm leaf, Lower Zambezi (T. 
Baines, Esq.) 

The names of the following gentlemen nominated as Auditors were 
annoimced : — George North, Esq. ; F. L. Cotton, Esq. 

The following papers were then read : — 

On Tioo Australian Skulls. By H. G. Atkinson, Esq., F.G.S., F.A.S.L. 

Extract from a letter received by H. G. Atkinson, Esq., F.G.S., 
F.A.S.L. 

"They are the skulls of natives of New South Wales, dug up on the 
estate of my brother-in-law, Caj^tain Ogilvie, on the Himter, and 
brought home and given to my father by Mr. Cunningham, the author 
of a work on that country. I remember his pointing out some in- 
dentations in them, and explaining that almost all the same skulls 
found of this kind had such on them, arising from their mode of 
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waifare, which consists in one standing quite still while his adversary 
strikes him on the head with the waddy, and he in turn striking the 
next blow, and so on, till one is either killed or disabled — a curious 
style — ^lie who has the thickest head must be sure to be victor. Should 
Mr. Atkinson wish to compare them with others of the same family lie 
will find one at the Museum of the Zoological Society. My brother-in- 
law sent over an entire skeleton of a young native girl as a present to 
Captain Mamott. It was looked on as a great natural curiosity on 
accoimt of the skin being entire over the bones, and the hair which was 
long and black still attached to the skulL" 



On tlie Idiotic Family of Downham, in Norfolk. By H. G. Atkinson, 
Esq., F.G.S., F.A.S.L. 

The family are, or were, residents of Downham, Norfolk, and the ac- 
coimt I received from Mr. Brown, a farmer in the neighboiirhood, is as 
follows: — "Of this family there are three sisters and two brothers; 
their names are Susan, Mary, Maria, Thomas, and John Franklin. The 
parents kept a low public house. The moral character of the man was 
not good, he was a drunkard and of very inferior intellect ; the woman 
was inoffensive and of weak intellect. The father died at 72 ; the 
mother at 50 ; of the children, John died at 47 ; Thomas at 40 ; the 
sisters are still living (1845), Susan, aged 60; Mary, 55; Maria, 50. 
Susan and Maria, like John, are not much more than brutes, except 
that they can talk. Mary can read a little and sew, and is willing to 
do as much as she is able ; Susan and Maria could never be induced to 
do anything whatsoever. Of the brothers, Thomas was a curious 
character, was fond of being with horses, and of riding, and he could 
groom a horse well ; was fond of soldiers, and of going to see the players, 
and he could imitate what he had seen ; but yoii could not depend on 
the tiTith of a word he said, and he would pilfer whatever came in his 
way. John was also fond of seeing the players, but never attempting 
to imitate, and when you met him always said that he expected the 
players next week ; but, with a careful person with him, would work 
at common labour tolerably well." 

I am soixy I could not get this satisfactorily identified, and I dare 
say now all concerned ai-e dead ; but the general fact of a whole family 
of idiots with manifestly defective brains is very striking. The parents, 
to take to and keep a public-house, and bring up these poor creatures, 
could not have been so very deficient of intellect, as intellect goes with 
suchlike — or, if so, the question of hereditary taint is the more im- 
portant. 



